
 
SPRINGLINE PARISH DIOCESE OF LINCOLN 

Nine Churches, One Parish, Following Jesus 
 

CAROLS WITH COMMUNION – 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - 20.12.2020 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

1. Carol: “Once in royal David’s city”  
 

2. Bidding and Lord’s Prayer 
 

3. The 4th Advent Candle is lit 
 

4. Bible Reading: Psalms 85.4-11: The People have a Hope  
(Read by John Lockwood) 

 

4 Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 
    and put away your indignation towards us. 
5 Will you be angry with us for ever? 
    Will you prolong your anger to all generations? 
6 Will you not revive us again, 
    so that your people may rejoice in you? 
7 Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, 
    and grant us your salvation. 
8 Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 
    for he will speak peace to his people, 
    to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.[a] 
9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 
    that his glory may dwell in our land. 
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 
    righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 
    and righteousness will look down from the sky. 

 
5. Carol: “O come, all ye faithful” 

 
6. Bible Reading: Luke 2.8-18: The People have a Saviour 

(Read by Louise Heneage) 
 
The Shepherds and the Angels 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 



see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the 
Messiah,[a] the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13 And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host,[b] praising God and saying, 
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’[c] 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ 16 So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying 
in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. 

 
7. Carol: “Silent Night, Holy Night” 

 
8. Bible Reading: Isaiah 9.6-7: The People have a Counsellor  

(Read by Barbara Young) 
 

6 For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 
9. Carol: “O little town of Bethlehem” 

 
10. Bible Reading: Matthew 2. 1-12 – The People have a King 

(Read by Revd Sue Deacon) 
 
The Visit of the Wise Men 
2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, wise men[a] from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, ‘Where 
is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star at its rising,[b] and have come to pay him homage.’ 3 When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and 



calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah[c] was to be born. 5 They told him, 
‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd[d] my people Israel.”’ 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men[e] and learned from 
them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them 
to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and 
pay him homage.’ 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its 
rising,[f] until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When 
they saw that the star had stopped,[g] they were overwhelmed with 
joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road. 
 

11. Bible Reading: Isaiah 53.1-3: Some have rejected Him 
(Read by Lisa Jones) 
 

  Who has believed what we have heard? 
    And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
    and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by others; 
    a man of suffering[a] and acquainted with infirmity; 
and as one from whom others hide their faces[b] 
    he was despised, and we held him of no account. 

 
12. Carol: “While Shepherd watched their flocks by night” 

 
13. Bible Reading: John 1. 1-5, 10-14 – Some have accepted Him 

(Read by Lynne Blakelock) 
 
The Word Became Flesh 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life,[a] and the life 



was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 
yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his 
own,[a] and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,[b] full of grace and truth. 

 
14. Carol: “Hark the Herald Angels sing” 

 
15. A Christmas Story  

(By John Beverley) 
 

16.  The Eucharistic Prayer 
 
The Lord be with you 

All   and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

All    We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All    It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You have showered on us your grace and kindness 
in giving us your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, with saints and angels praising you, and saying: 
 

All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The president recalls the Last Supper, 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  



who in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.  

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.  

Great is the mystery of faith.  

All Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.  

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
We bring before you this bread and this cup 
and thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you.  

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company (of N.N. and) all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, 
almighty Father, for ever and ever.  

All Amen.  
 
Breaking of the Bread 

 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All    Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one 
bread. 

 



A Spiritual Communion Prayer  
 

O my Jesus,  
I bow down and offer you  
my humble and contrite heart  
in Your holy presence.  
I adore you and love you in this Holy Communion  
as my Lord and Saviour. 
(But as I cannot receive your Body and Blood sacramentally in church  
in these difficult times),  
I now wish to receive you spiritually  
in the poor home of my heart.   
I want to abide in you.  
Come to me Lord Jesus  
and may I come to you.  
May Your love inflame my whole being 
now and always.  
I believe in you,  
I hope in you,  
I love you.  
Amen. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 
17. Carol: “Joy to the World” 

 
18. The Blessing 

 
Go in peace! 
The wisdom of the Wonderful Counsellor guide you, 
The strength of the Mighty God defend you, 
The love of the Everlasting Father enfold you, 
The peace of the Prince of Peace be upon you. 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All    Amen. 
 
The on line service is concluded. 
 
NB:  
Please bring your contributions to the FOOD BANK at any of the Christmas 
Services in the Parish or the United Service at Fillingham on 27th December at 
10.30 am. Let us do what we can to help the poor in our midst.  
 
(Appeal from Fr Sebastian and the Parochial Church Council) 


